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.Mr#  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  preBenting  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  health, 
vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  1957* 

The  report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  included  and  I 
am  grateful  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer  for  providing  information  with  regard 
to  some  of  the  County  Council  health  services. 

In  the  body  of  this  report  you  will  find  facts  and  figures  of  work 
done  and  some  indication  of  tasks  waiting  to  be  done|  in  this  introduction  I 
will  endeavour  to  underline  the  items  of  special  significance. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  of  20,260  shows  an 
increase  of  110  over  1956. 

Total  live  births  numbered  346  giving  a birth  rate  of  17*1  per  1*000 
of  the  population  and  a corrected  rate  of  18.8  this  compares  with  a corrected 
rate  of  16, 5 for  1956. 


There  were  248  deaths  and  the  corrected  death  rate  of  11,5  por  1,000 
population  is  the  same  as  for  England  and  Wales  but  rather  up  on  our  figure 
for  1956  which  was  9*8 

The  total  infantile  mortality  rate  was  28.9  por  1,000  live  births. 
This  represents  10  infant  deaths  compared  with  3 last  year.  The  increase  has 
no  particular  significance,  in  dealing  with  small  numbers  considerable 
fluctuations  are  to  be  expected. 

There  v/as  little  change  in  the  general  pattern  of  the  mortality 
figures | cardio  vascular  disease  including  vascular  disease  of  the  nervous 
system. was  the  largest  group  with  128, followed  by  malignant  disease  with  49 
including  9 from  cancer  of  lung  or  bronchus.  There  were  6 deaths  from  influenza. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

In  all  453  notifications  were  received,  399  were  of  measles  and 
19  of  whooping  cough. 

Two  isolated  cases  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  were  reported  in  May 
and  November  respectively.  One  was  a young  adult  from  Coggeshall  and  the  other 
a young  child  from  Kelvedon. 
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Most  of  the  measles  cases  were  from  Kelvedon  - 176,  Hatfield. 

Peverel  had  41  and  Wethersfield  53*  The  highest  incidence  was  during  May  - 138. 

Influenza 

Extensive  outbreaks  of  influenza  were  reported  from  Singapore, 

Hong  Kong  and  other  countries  of  the  Far  East  during  April  and  May,  This  ’Asian 
Influenza’ as  it  was  called  reached  this  country  in  the  early  autumn  and  soon 
became  widespread.  As  influenza  is  not  a notifiable  disease  it  is  impossible  to 
give  exact  figures  of  its  prevalence  in  the  Braintree  Rural  District.  However,  by 
the  end  of  September  reports  from  doctors  and  school  teachers  left  little  doubt 
that  influenza  had  arrived. 

The  school  children  were  infected  first  and  they  passed  it  on  to  their 
parents.  The  illness  as  a rule  was  acute  but  cleared  up  in  4 or  5 days.  Hot 
unnaturally  it  was  more  severe  in  the  aged.  Six  patients  died  from  influenza, the 
youngest  was  63  and  the  eldest  90* 

IMMUNISATION 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  was  carried  on  as 
in  previous  years  by  general  practitioners  and  County  Council  staff.  It  is  a little 
disappointing  to  find  that  fewer  children  were  immunised  than  in  1956.  The 
importance  of  keeping  the  child  population  protected  against  diptheria  has  been 
explained  over  and  over  again.  The  facilities  are  there,  it  is  up  to  the  parents 
to  use  them.  The  drop  may  have  been  partly  due  to  the  increased  impetus  of  the 
campaign  to  vaccinate  against  Poliomyelitis.  Here  good  progress  was  made,  777 
children  received  their  first  and  471  their  second  injection. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


Wat er s The  usual  check  was  kept  on  the  water  supply  by  sending  samples  for 

analysis.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  In  a few 
cases  there  was  evidence  of  slight  contamination  but  appropriate  action  soon  put 
matters  right.  An  isolated  suspicious  sample  does  not  condemn  a water  but  it  does 
call  for  prompt  investigation. 

Sev/erage : A great  deal  remains  to  be  done  and  it  is  disappointing  that  owing  to 
financial  stringency  no  major  works  were  started  during  the  year.  Schemes  for 
sewering  the  Black  Notley  area  and  part  of  Terling  have  been  prepared  and  I hope 
that  with  the  easement  of  the  eccn aide- difficulties  a start  will  soon  be  made. 

During  the  year  a survey  was  carried  out  of  sanitary  conditions  at 
schools.  16  schools  were  inspected  and  it  was  found  thats- 

(1)  3 schools  still  rely  on  bucket  sanitation. 

(2)  Hot  water  for  washing  hands  is  only  provided  at  a few  schools. 

(3)  The  number  of  W.C.s  and  wash  hand  basins  is  in  many  cases 
below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Education  Act,  1944* 
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(4)  At  certain  schools  excellent  new  sanitary  blocks  had  recently 
been  erected. 

A report  of  this  survey  v/as  sent  to  the  Divisional  School  Medical 
Officer  and  to  the  Education  Authority.  The  Divisional  Education  Officer  has  noted 
my  report  and  points  out  "That  while  considerable  progress  has  already  been  made 
in  improving  accommodation  in  the  schools  throughout  the  division,  the  Ministry 
of  Education fs  recent  circular  severely  limiting  capital  expenditure  for  minor 
works  will  result  in  a considerable  slowing  dovm  of  the  process  which  has  been 
taking  place  during  the  past  few  years". 

We  appreciate  the  Divisional  Education  Officer’s  difficulties  but  we 
must  continue  to  stress  the  paramount  importance  of  school  hygiene.  Do  school 
should  have  to  make  do  with  bucket  latrines. 

HOUSING 


You  will  note  that  in  spite  of  the  economic  restrictions  a total  of 
61  additional  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  in  1957*  This  was  36  more 
than  in  1956  but  still  not  enough  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 

POOD  HYGIENE 


Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  slow  but  steady  progress 
and  he  rightly  stresses  the  importance  of  education  and  persuasion  rather  than 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  regulations.  I feel  that  as  the  public  become  more  food 
hygiene  conscious  they  will  demand  and  get  a higher  standard  in  the  food  shops. 

It  is  again  a pleasure  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  to  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  -willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully. 


C .R.C .Rainsf ord  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  . 
Population  (Registrar-General 1 s estimate)  • 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 

Rateable  Value  . ..  ...  • 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  2 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  335  161 

Illegitimate  11  7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  1.10 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 


Still  Births s 

Total 

Male 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

births  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales 
Maternal  Mortality! 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 


59,234 

20,260 

6,497 

£150,071 

£624.  0.  5d 


Female 

174 

4 

• " * 17 • 1 

...  18.8 

...  16.1 

Female 

1 

14.2 

22.4 

Nil 
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Infantile  Mortality; 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 


Total 

Legitimate  9 

Illegitimate  1 


Male  Female 

6 3 

1 


Mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Total  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  • • 
Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  .. 


...26.9 

28.9 

23.0 


Deathss 


Total  Male  Female 

248  134  114 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0,95 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  & Wales 


...  12.2 
...  11.5 
...  11.5 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given  by 
the  Registrar-General. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1957- 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six  headings  based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948* 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4 • 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. - 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaernia 
Diabetes  ( 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  , 
Coronary  disease, angina  , 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  < 

Influenza  , 

Pneumonia  < 

Bronchitis  < 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenjihl  malformation  • •• 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


... 


• . . 


• • • 


... 


... 


• . • 


... 


... 


... 


Male  Female 

1 


1 

4 

6 


10 


21 

21 

1 

17 

8 

6 

4 

6 

1 

3 


1 

3 

3 

4 

17 
1 
1 

23 

18 
2 

14 

3 

5 

1 


All  Causes 


134 


114 


GMERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(a)  Under  the  Control  of  the  Essex  County  Council s- 
(i)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the  years- 
COGGESHALL  Attendances 


St.  Peter’s  Room 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

879 

CRESSING 

Mission  Hall,  Tye  Green, 

4th  Monday 

2 p.m. 

272 

GREAT  BARBFIELD 

To™  Hall 

1st.  Monday 

2. 15p •m. 

356 

TERLING 

Red  Triangle  Hut 

1st.  Tuesday 

2.15  p.m. 

432 

HATFIELD  PEVEREL 

Church  Hall,  Mai don  Road, 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

2.15  p.m. 

587 

KELVEDON 

St.  Mary’s  Hall, 

2nd  Sc  4th  Friday 

2.15  p.m. 

581 

POLISH  HOSTEL 

The  Surgery 

2nd  Thursday 

2 p.m. 

57 

WETHERSFIELD 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Monday 

2.15  p.m. 

270 

(ii)Home  Help  Services- 

This  useful  service  is  adminstered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 

75>  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(iii ) Ambulance  Services- 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 

Braintree  & Witham. 

(iv) Laboratory  Services s- 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a Laboratory  service  which  includes  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples,  the  chemical 
analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms. 
These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.l.  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Boards- 

(i)  Chest  Clinicsg- 

These  are  held  weekly  at  St.  Michael1 s Hospital , Braintree. 

(ii)  Orthopaedic  Clinicss- 

These  are  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
mornings  at  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic , Coggeshall  Road, 
Braintree. 


Orthopaedic  patients  who  need  special  advice  are  referred  to  Black 
Notley  Hospital. 


TABLE  A 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


: ; 

1 

| DISEASES 

Total  Notified 

i 

Admitted 

to  Hospital 

Total  j 

: 

Deaths  j 

Diphtheria 

, 

i 

f 

: 

i 

4 

i 

Dysentery 

3 

i 

i 1 

Encephalitis 

fm 

mm 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

i 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

~ s 

Measles 

399 

— 

j 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

__ 

! 

; 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

! 6 

“ | 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

! “ j 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 1 

j 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 1 

“** 

j 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

13 

9 

Tuberculosis,  n on-pulmonary 

4 

3 

| i 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

1 

— 

{ 

Totals 

j 

453 

17 

: 

1 | 
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TABLE  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH. 


DISEASES 

i 

rtf 

0 

♦H 

j H <H 

1 -P  -P 

j O O 
| Eh  & 

<J  anuary 

! I 

i i-0 

! 0 

1 ^ 

| March 

! April 

{ 

i 

t 

j 

h 

i cti 

i 

i 

! June 

! 

| 

! 

| July 

Diphtheria 

\ 

i 

1 

i ~ 

! 

i 

» 

: 

| 

i 

i 

1 — 

! 

i 

\ 

: 

: 

l — 

i 

t 

1 

: 

t 

i 

Dysent ery 

i 

3 

\ 

X 

1 1 

! 

1 " 

- 

j - 

i 

I 2 

i 

1 

j 

1 

; 

Encephalitis 

\ 

i 

i 

j - 

| 

i 

i 

j 

( 

i 

r 

- 

j - 

Enteric  Fever 

; 

; 

i 

i 

1 - 

X 

\ 

- 

1 

1 mm 

i 

i 

I 

\ ~~ 

: 

l 

i 

Erysipelas 

i 

| 

i 

1 

| 

| 

; 

i 

\ 

- 

j 

1 

t 

t 

1 

mm 

i 

i 

| - 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

[ 

j 

! 

s 

! 

| 

I 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

[ 

i 

- 

; 

; 

I 

| 

; 

j 

Measles 

399 

8 

I 

38 

74 

i 

66 

138 

56 

15 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

s 

! 

i 

mm 

( 

| 

; 

Pneumonia 

3 

| 

i 

] 

j 

— 

; 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

j 

i 

j 

] 

mm 

\ 

1 ; 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

j 

2 i 

i 

i 

I 

] 

i 

| 

: 

1 | 

i 

r 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

j 

i 

i 

: 

i 

i 

! 

j 

r 

| 

i 

— I 

Scarlet  Fever 

! 

* 

i 

1 | 

i 

j 

I 

i 

j 

i 

M 1 

: 

: 

“ 1 

Tuberculosis, Pulmonary  ! 

13 

: 

i 

l ! 

1 

— 1 

j 

1 | 

j 

mm 

i 

2 | 

i 

r 

; 

i 

) 

i 

Tuberculosis,  Hon— pulmonary 

! 

4 j 

i 

l l 

i 

i 

z 

t 

_ | 

j 

i i 

j 

i 

i 

t 

| 

1 | 

i 

i 

j 

Whooping  Cough 

1 ' 

VO 

j 

1 

2 1 

j 

» 

j 

1 

1 | 

j 

j 

l! 

t 

i ! 

: 

i 

r 

l : 

t 

j 

i 

I 

t 

i 

Totals  j 

453 

11  1 

-P^  j 

O j 

: 

J 

77  1 

i 

! 

L 

67 1 

1 

| 4^  | 

VJ1 

r — I- 

58  I 

15 j 

TABLE  C 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCOBDING  TO  AGE 


DISEASES 

At 

all 

ages 

Under 

1 

CM 

1 

i 

rO 

1 

CM 

1 

rn 

ir> 

1 

o 

rH 

1 

in 

o 

i — i 

i 

LP\ 
i — i 

IT\ 

r^t 

1 

O 

C\l 

m 

1 

in 

in 

VO 

l 

in 

65 

and 

over 

Djphfcheri? 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  lever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Measles 

399 

4 

20 

23 

41 

45 

211 

46 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tub  erculosis, Pulmonary 

13 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

i 

4 

- 

Tub  ercul  o si  s , N on-pulmonary 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

- 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Total 

453 

7 

24 

24 

43 

48 

224 

46 

11 

14 

3 

6 

3 
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TABLE  D 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1957 


DISEASES 

Total  Notified 

Great  Bardfield 

i — - 

Bradwell 

Cogge shall 

i 

Cressing 

Fairstead 

Q> 

1 

1 
i — 1 

3 

d 

Feering 

Finchingfield 

- - 1 

Hatfield  Peverel  I 

Kelvedon 

Black  Notley 

White  Notley 

- ~ ! 

! 

Panfield 

Pattiswick 

<1> 

& 

d 

Bardfield  Baling 

Great  Baling 

Shalf ord 

Stisted 

Terling 

— — f 

Wethersfield  j 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pood  Poisoning 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 
Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Tuberculosis  Pulr  onary 
Tuberculosis  Non— j ulmonary  1 

i 

Whooping  Ccugh 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

mm 

mm 

- 

«_ 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 1 

3 j 

399 

13 

3 

5 

10 

- 

- 

12 

1 

41 

176 

11 

2 

14 

- 

22 

— 

8 

26 

2 

_ 

i 

53 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• — 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

1 

- 

- 

__ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

“ | 

— 

- 

- 

" 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

~ 

“ 

“ 

~ 

i ; 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

3 

- 

__ 

- 1 

- | 

- 

2 

3 

j 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

I 

- | 

- 

1 

1 | 

- 

— 

— _ 

mm 

_ 

1 I 

_ 

19 

- ! - 

7 

- 

- j - 

1 

5 1 

- 

— 

— j. 

_ 

mm 

mm 

2 

4 

453  13  | 3 25 

10 

13 

1 

43  i 

187  : 

~~riBa!g? 

15  ! 

2 

14  I 

- 

24 

- 

8 

j 

3°  j 

5 

- > 

60  j 
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Tuberculosis 


13  cases  of  pulmonary  and  4 of  n on-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
with  no  deaths.  Details  are  given  in  the  following  tables-* 


, ' # ###  »•«««■•>  . 

J 

New  Cases 

Deaths 



: 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

j Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

P 

1 M 

; 

1 P 

¥ 

1 F 

! ' 

M 

. 

{ 1 

F j 

Under  1 year 

1 

| 

1 

j 

*** 

! 

1 

l 

i * 

- 

| | 

1 - 2 

! 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2-3 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

| 

3 - 4 

\..y  i 

1 

- 

- 

4 - 5 

- 

- 

| 

*** 

5-10 

- 

— 

- 

- 

10-15 

MB 

— 

j 

; 

""  | 

15-20 

1 

1 

1 

i 

- 

1 

J 

- ! 

20  - 25 

i 

7™*  i 

1 

- 

- 

! 

i 

1 

25-35  | 

3 

1 

i 

2 

] 

1 

■ 

i 

> 

- 

— i 

— j 

1 

35-45  j 

j 

1 | 

1 

j 

i 

- 

- 

i 

1 

mm 

1 

45-55  | 

1 

| 

i 

! 

1 

i 

- 

I 

i 

55-65 

1 

~ 1 

1 

1 

- 

•M 

- i 

; 

i 

65  & over 

* 

: 

| 

; 

j 

m m 

\ 

i 

t 

v 

2 

; 

i 

t 

- 

I 

| 

| 

j 

' * * y 

Totals  | 

*,, ,*'***  ******  • ••  ****—•*•••• 

- — i* 

7 

rrnii  >«<«*#»»/•  mj# 

: 

6 

■ nt<r»nrl>f>nw»Wn'» 

j 

• *'»<»■« »f  **»»*•  > 

4 l 

wmVwp' nVilVyimV/V'i  »•* 

j 

mm  j 

sw»ww:;i>a;.v.« 

mn 

1 

— 1 

Of  these  cases  5 were  cases  renotified  on  taking  up  residence  in  this  District 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


i 

Children  who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation 
| during  the  year* 

Children  v/ho  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection  during 
the  year* 

c 

i 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 

Staff 

By  General 
Practitioners 

j 

By  County 

Staff 

; 

11957  1956 

[(a)  151  (aO  147 

1957  1956 

68  144 

1957  1956 

28  37 

1957  1956  1 

139  268 

Totals;  1957  - 219 
i 1956  - 291 

Totals;  1957  - 167 

1956  - 305  1 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 


i 

Children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  immunisation  under  the  County  Scheme. 

Records  of  combined  j 

diphtheria  pertussis 
immunisation  received. 

1 

i i 

\By  General  Practitioners 

: 

By  County  Staff 

_ 

j 

1957  1956 

47 43 

1957  1956 

34  79 

1957  1956  1 

(b)  117  A)  92 

1957  1956 

| Reinforcing  ^ 
injections 

J 

1957  1956 

* • 

1957  1956 

10  14  1 

I 

Figure  (b|  is  included  in  (e) 

Figure  (V)  is  included  in  (a') 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Number  vaccinated  during  the  year 
Number  re-vaccinated  during  the  year 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Number  of  1st  injections  given  during  the  year 
Number  of  2nd  injections  given  during  tho  year 


1957 

12^6 

194 

197 

91 

67 

1957 

1956 

777 

471 

71 
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Public  Health.  Offices, 
St.  Peter’s  Close, 
Becking,  Braintree. 

August,  1958. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  ending  the  31st.  December,  1957. 

The  year  under  review  will  be  remembered  for  two  new  pieces  of 
housing  legislation,  namely  the  Housing  Act,  1957  and  the  Rent  Act,  1957*  The 
former  contained  little  that  is  new  apart  from  certain  provisions  relating  to 
financial  matters,  and  in  the  main  consolidates  the  various  Acts  relating  to 
housing. 


The  Rent  Act, however,  is  probably  one  of  the  most  complicated  and 
contraversial  pieces  of  legislation  that  has  emerged  for  some  time.  Its 
objectives  have  been  described  as  to  enable  rented  accommodation  to  be  put 
and  maintained  in  a good  state  .of  repair \ to  increase  the  amount  of  rented 
accommodation^  to  secure  the  better  use  of  existing  accommodation,  and 
ultimately  to  restore  a free  market  in  rented  housing.  Time  alone  will  tell 
whether  these  aims  will  be  achieved! 

Further  extensions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1958  did  not  materialize, 
but  it  was  anticipated  that  the  remainder  of  the  Act  would  be  brought  into 
operation  early  in  1958. 


I v/ould  particularly  draw  attention  to  the  remarks  on  refuse 
collection  which  appear  later  in  this  report  and  to  emphasize  the  importance  of 
being  able  to  maintain  an  efficient  and  regular  service. 

I extend  my  thanks  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  his  staff  for 
much  of  the  information  regarding  Public  Water  Supplies  and  Sewage  Disposal 
included  in  this  report^  to  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help 
and  co-operation | to  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support  £ 
and  to  the  staff  of  my  own  Department  for  the  ever  willing  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  respective  duties  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C . ORGAN- 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 


Extensions  to  water  mains  were  made  during  1957  as  follows s- 

3"  Extension  Mill  Road*  Great  Bardfield. 

4"/3,f  Extension  Rotten  End*  Wethersfield.  (2nd  part) 

3"  Extension  Duck  End*  Rayne. 

3"  Extension,  The  Manor,  Wethersfield. 

3"  Extension  Church  Road,  Hatfield  Peverel. 

3”  Extension  Glebe  Site,  Maldon  Road,  Hatfield  Peverel.  (2nd  part) 

The  main  public  water  supplies  throughout  the  District  have  generally 
remained  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year. Pour 
samples  of  raw  water  from  the  Terling  (Swan  Pond)  supply  showed  seme  bacterial 
impurity  (mainly  Coli-aerogenes  group)  and  again  emphasized  the  need  for 
careful  control  over  the  chlorination  at  these  works. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  all  the  Council Ts  sources  of  supply  and 
of  the  raw  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular  bacteriological 
examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  made  of  the  raw  water  from  the 
respective  sources.  Sixty-one  samples  of  main  water  supplies  were  taken  for 
analysis  during  1957*  Copies  of  typical  reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  v/ater 
from  five  sources,  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks,  Coggeshall  Waterworks,  Terling 
Waterworks,  the  South  Essex  Water  Company  and  Chelmsford  RoD.C.  will  be  found 
under  the  headings  of  individual  works. 

Some  bacterial  impurity  was  found  to  be  present  in  a’dead  end?  main  at 
Coggeshall  and  although  not  of  a serious  nature,  the  quality  of  the  water 
reverted  to  normal  on  thorough  flushing  out. 

A new  and  higher  capacity  booster  pump  has  been  fitted  at  the  Coggeshall 
reservoir  and  an  improved  supply  has  resulted  in  the  upper  regions  of  Colne 
Road. 


All  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination 
at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  undertakings,  gaseous 
chlorine  is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Works  and  hypochlorite  solution  at 
Coggeshall  and  at  Terling, 

Some  bacterial  impurity  was  again  found  in  water  being  distributed  from 
the  Whitecourts  Tower  and  the  roof  over  the  high  level  tank  was  again  found  to 
be  defective. 

On  cleansing  and  flushing  the  quality  of  the  v/ater  reverted  to  normal,  but 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  necessary  repair  work  had  not  been  carried  out  to 
prevent  further  contamination  occurring. 
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Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  •’undertakings  during  1957  are  as 

follows.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and 

domestic  consumption  for  the  year  under  review. 

Fetches  Bridge.  Waterworks  (A) 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st.  March,  195&  94*181,000 

Average  day's  pumping  ...  ...  ...  17*86  hours 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and  free 

from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron. 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character,  its  hardness  being  predominantly  due 
to  calcium  carbonate.  The  hardness  and  the  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  are  not  however  excessive. 

The  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water  are  of  a high  standard. 


These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

Fluoride  content  1.1  parts  per  million. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks  (B) 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st.  March,  1958  43*011,500 

Average  day's  pumping  ...  ...  ...  16.83  hours 

Analyst's  Pieport  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water.  (Raw) 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  has  a reaction  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron. 

The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate.  Its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents,  predominantly  sodium  chloride,  is  normal  for  this  source  and 
is  not  considered  excessive. 


The  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes,  although  its  content  of 
fluorine  is  somewhat  higher  than  considered  most  desirable. 


Fluoride  content  2*7  parts  per  million. 

Terling  Waterworks  (C) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st.  March, 
Average  days  pumping 


34*834*500 
10.6  hours 
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Analyst fs  report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its 
hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are 
not  excessive.  It  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 


These  are  satisfactory  results,  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,  apart 
from  the  disadvantages  of  its  hardness. 

Fluoride  content  0.15  parts  per  million. 

South  Essex  Water  Company  (D) 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Company  for  the 
year  ended  31st.  March,  1958  is  as  follows s— 

Eastern  Area 

Augumented  supply  to  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Feering.  ) . 

Supply  to  Bradwell,  Cressing,  Stisted,  Black  Fotley  and  White  Notley  ) 116?202>00( 

Southern  Area  (E) 

Augumented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling  and  Fairstead  ...  10,529,00 

126,731*00! 

Analyst f s Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 


These  results,  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  arinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  (F) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  for 
e year  ended  31st.  March,  1958  was  made  up  as  followss- 


Ranks  Green  Extension,  Fairstead 
Fuller  Street  Extension,  Fairstead  ... 

Cardfields  ' Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 
Boreham  End  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 


1,430,000 
586 , 000 
573,000 
48,500 


2,637,500 
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Analyst fs  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water* 


This  sample  is  clear  and.  bright  in  appearance  and  of  very  satisfactory 
bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes . 

Supply  from  Dunmow  R.D.C.  (G) 

The  total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Dunmow  R.D.C* 
at  the  Rayne  connection  for  the  year  ended  31st.  March,  1958  was*-  907>000  gallons. 


Number 

of 

new 

connections 

at 

A 

32 

Number 

of 

new 

connections 

at 

B and  D 

38 

Number 

of 

new 

connections 

at 

E 

29 

Total 

99 

SHALLOW  WELL  SUPPLIES 


Only  two  public  shallow  well  supplies  were  still  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  as 
f ollowss- 

Parish  Wells  and  Springs 

Finchingfield  Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and 

at  Ost  End. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Connections  to  the  new  sewer  in  the  Northern  Area  proceeded  but  very  slowly 
during  the  year,  approximately  26  being  carried  out  and  serving  48  dwellings.  No 
action  under  the  Public  Health  Act  was  taken  to  speed  up  the  work  and  if  the  new 
sewers  are  to  be  put  to  full  use  this  work  must  be  proceeded  with. 

Generally  in  the  London  Road  area  of  Black  Notley  the  sanitary  conditions 
have  become  worse.  Many  complaints  bontinued  to  be  received,  usually  following 
periods  of  heavy  rain  when  the  soil  in  the  area  had  reached  saturation  point. 

A scheme  for  new  sewerage  for  the  area  has  been  formulated  and  if  the 
restrictions  on  Capital  Expenditure  are  lifted,  it  should  be  forwarded  for 
Ministry  approval  in  1958. 
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No  further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision  of  main  drainage  in 
the  Parishes  of  Rayne,  Panfield,  Stisted  and  Bradwell,  hut  an  outline  scheme  has 
been  prepared  to  cover  parts  of  the  Parish  of  ferling  and  to  improve  the  present 
disposal  works  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Cogge shall  Sewage  Disposal  Works . 

No  enlargement  or  improvement  to  these  works  was  possible  but  all  the  pumps 
are  still  in  good  working  order  and  cope  with  the  flow  as  reasonably  as  can  be 
expected. 

Kelvedon  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Overloading  of  these  works  increases  with  development  of  the  Church  Fields 
Estate  but  the  works  generally  functioned  with  reasonable  satisfaction  and  the 
pumps  continue  to  operate  to  their  capacity. 

Hatfield  Peverel  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Although  it  is  recognized  that  these  works  are  grossly  overloaded  and 
inefficient  for  the  amount  of  flow  they  are  called  upon  to  deal  with,  no 
improvements  were  possible  during  the  year. 

Wethersfield  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  being  capable  of  dealing  with 
a much  greater  flow  than  at  present  received* 

Small  sporadic  discharges  of  oil  from  the  Airfield  continued  to  occur  during 
the  year  but  on  a much  reduced  quantity.  A careful  watch  on  this  problem  is  being 
maintained  by  the  Air  Ministry  officials  at  the  base,  and  by  the  Council's  own 
employees  at  the  works. 


White  Notley  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


There  has. been  no  overloading  of  these  works  which  are  operating  to  their 
designed  capacity  and  all  the  pumps  are  in  full  working  order.  One  new  set  of 
sparge  arms  has  been  litted  as  replacement  to  one  filter. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 


Once  again  it  is  necessary  to  report  of  further  failing  off  in  the 
efficiency  of  this  important  Public  Health  service.  In  spite  of  internal  economic? 
re-routing  of  collections,  and  other  means  devised  to  maintain  a reasonably 
efficient  service,  all  these  failed  to  have  any  appreciable  effect  and  the 
standard  of  collection  at  the  end  of  the  year  gave  rise  to  considerable  concern. 
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Briefly,  the  position  was  that  some  65O  extra  properties  were  Being  collected 
from  with  two  vehicles,  over  and  above  the  number  serviced  by  three  vehicles  some 
five  years  ago.  Obviously,  such  a situation  cannot  continue  indefinitely  and  in 
spite  of  the  Council’s  decision  on  the  restriction  of  capital  expenditure,  some 
means  must  be  found  to  provide  a further  vehicle  in  the  near  future.  Failing  this, 
a complete  breakdown  of  the  service  can  be  envisaged. 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

Similarly,  it  is  necessary  to  record  that  this  aspect  of  the  work  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  Whilst  the  Northern  part  of  the  District  is  catered  for  at  the 
moment'  and  further  facilities  are  anticipated  to  become  available  in  the  near 
future,  the  situation  in  the  other  part  of  the  District  is  not  so  good. 

The  present  pit  in  use  at  Kelvedon  is  rapidly  becoming  full  and  so  far  no 
alternative  has  been  found. 

In  spite  of  extensive  inquiries  over  the  area,  it  has  not  so  far  been  possible 
to  find  any  alternative  site  although  negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the 
acquisition  of  one  or  two  small  areas. 

Looking  at  this  problem  from  a long  term  point  of  view  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  there  just  are  not  sufficient  natural  sites  available  within  the 
District,  and  it  seems  inevitable  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  the  Council 
will  be  faced  with  the  acquisition  of  an  area  of  land  where  mechanical  means 
will  be  necessary  for  excavation  and  covering. 

Salvage 

Salvaged  materials  mainly  waste  paper  to  the  value  of  approximately  £940 
were  disposed  of  during  the  .year,  a reduction  of  approximately  £150  over  the 
previous  year.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
year  there  was  a restriction  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  which  could  be  sent  to 
the  Mills.  Whilst  no  definite  intimation  had  been  received,  it  wras  hoped  that 
this  restriction  would  be  lifted  sometime  during  1958* 

Night  Soil  Collection 


This  service  wras  again  maintained  by  the  Council’s  direct  labour  force. 

Following  the  earlier  complaints  relating  to  method  of  disposal, 
arrangements  ?/ere  made  for  this  to  be  effected  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works. 

The  vehicle  engaged  on  this  work  continued  to  be  used  extensively  for  the 
removal  of  lime  sludge  from  the  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks!  it  was  not  therefore 
possible  to  undertake  any  extensions  of  the  night  soil  collection  service  to  other 
parts  of  the  District. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Details  of  the  nature  and  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during 
the  year  by  the  Department  are  set  out  below.  Once  more  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  majority  of  visits  are  inevitably  a result  of  housing  and  allied 
complaints  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department , often  through  applications 
for  housing  accommodation  which  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 


Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc. 


Housing  Inspections  and  Recordings 

Complaints  received 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints 

Revisits  following  complaints,  notices?etc6 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress 

Interviews  with  owners,  builders  and  architects 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

Infestation  of  insect  pests  found 

Disinfestations  carried  out 

Inspections  of  Dairies 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

Visit  to  Butcher’s  Shops 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard 

Inspections  of  Shops 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses 

Inspections  of  Fish  Frier’s  Premises 

Inspections  of  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Inspections  of  Schools 


Water  Samples  taken 
Ice  Cream  Samples  taken 
Milk  samples  taken 

Visits  to  premises  regarding  re-drainage 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Visits  to  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  Collection  and 

Visits  to  Refuse  Tips 

Visits  to  premises  re  water  supplies 

Drains  tested 


collection 


of  salvage 


Visits  to  premises  re  Improvement  Grants 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses 

Visits  to  premises  following  applications  for  Council  Houses 

Visits  to  ascertain  permitted  numbers 

Inspections  re  Rats  and  Mice  infestations 

Inspections  re  River  Pollutions 

Visits  re.  Smoke  nuisances  ... 

Inspections  of  Public  Houses  . .. 

Inspections  under  Factories  Act ,1937 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  ... 


CONTROLLED  PREMISES s Details  of  Inspections 9 etc. 
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Shops  Acts,  1934  and  1950 ° 

No  Statutory  Action  relating  to  conditions  in  Shops  was  necessary  during  the 
year,  and  routine  inspections  were  made  mostly  in  conjunction  with  visits  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Movable  Dwellings 

Seven  new  or  revised  applications  for  licences  to  station  and  use  individual 
caravans  on  sites  within  the  District  wore  received  and  approved  during  the  year. 
Two  site  licences  restricted  to  use  by  one  caravan  only  ?/ere  also  received  and 
approved. 

The  total  number  of  individual  caravans  licenced  was  twenty-two  an  increase  of 
five  over  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  four  site  licences  continued  to  remain  in  force  during  the  year. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 


Atmospheric  pollution  recording  stations  were  set  up  from  the  1st  of 
January  at  Finchingfield,  Coggeshall  and  Hatfield  Peverel.  The  gauges  at  these 
Stations  are  changed  monthly  and  despatched  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories 
for  detailed  examination. 


i 

Although  the  results  of  these  examinations  are  mainly  of  significance  over 
a large  area  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  quantity  of  solid  matter  collected 
from  the  atmosphere  even  in  a Rural  area  such  as  this. 

Little  progress  was  made  in  effecting  any  improvement  of  the  nuisance 
persisting  from  one  industrial  chimney  in  the  District , and  it  is  considered  that 
not  until  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  come  into  force,  will  any 
enforcement  action  be  possible. 


Odd  complaints  and  observations  on  other  factory  chimneys  in  the  District 
did  not  necessitate  any  formal  action  in  relation  to  them. 


Vermin  Infestation 


Although  the  policy  of  inspecting  bedding  and  household  effects  prior  to 
removal  to  Council  Houses  continued,  no  case  of  infestation  by  insect  pests  was 
found  during  such  inspections. 

Six  infestations  of  bedbug  or  fleas  were  found  as  a result  of  complaints , etc . 
and  were  suitably  dealt,  with. 

Rag, Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  no 
case  of  contravention  of  its  provisions  was  found. 

Rodent  Control 


Following  complaints  or  normal  routine  visits,  11  major  infestations 
(20-100rats) 54  minor  infestations  (l  - 20  rats)  and  17  cases  of  infestation  by 
mice  were  found  and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  inspections 
carried  out  as  a result  of  notification,  survey,  or  when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose  was  365. 

In  addition  the  Council's  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  given 
periodical  attention  as  also  were  the  Council's  sewerage  systems. 

Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937  and  of  inspections  made  will  be  found  on  tlie  opposite  page 

Notification  of  the  employment  of  5 outworkers  employed  in  the  District  was 
received  during  the  year.  These  were  engaged  in  the  ornamental  jewellery  and 
wearing  apparel  industries. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Particulars  of  the  premises  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  Factories  Act, 
1937  and  of  the  inspections  made  are  to  he  found  as  follows 2- 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  *>y 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 
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HOUSING 


The  number  of 
during  1957  was  61, 
follows s— 


additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the  District 
an  increase  of  36  over  the  previous  year.  Details  are  as 


New  Council  Houses  • • • • • • 52 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  ...  ...  25 

Plus?  Additional  units  provided  'by 
conversion  of  other  buildings 
to  new  dwellings  5 

Plus?  One  case  of  reconditioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were  increased  1 


Lesss  Five  cases  of  re-conditioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were  reduced  - 
Number  of  dwellings  lost 
15  properties  were  demolished  in 


22 


Net  total 


The  number  of  outstanding  applications  for  housing  accommodation  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  515  an  increase  of  65  over  1956.  These  figures  include  42  Polish 
families  from  the  Kelvedon  Hostel. 


Whilst  it  is  true  to  state  that  there  are  515  applications  registered,  this 
does  not  necessarily  mean  there  are  515  families  in  urgent  need  of  accommodation# 
This  situation  has  been  appreciated  for  some  time  and  as  an  experiment;,  the  number 
of  applications  in  one  large  Parish  were  carefully  analized.  This  was  done  in 
co-operation  with  a Member  for  that  Parish  in  order  to  allow  for  local  information. 
As  a result,  it  was  found  that  out  of  70  applications  only  21,  or  30$  were  in 
real  need  of  accommodation.  The  remainder  fell  into  the  categories  (l)  Waiting  to 
get  married  and  (2)  Wishing  to  be  free  from  ’Tied'  accommodation 5 or  other  less 
important  reasons. 


Assuming  this 
net  result  is  that 
future. 


percentage  to  be  fairly  typical  over  the  whole  District,  the 
approximately  155  families  require  accommodation  in  the  near 


The  Council's  new  rent  structure  came  into  operation  in  October.  It  was 
anticipated  that  the  introduction  of  this  scheme  might  make  it  easier  for  the 
movement  of  families  from  under  occupied  houses.  Whilst  the  scheme  had  not  been 
in  operation  sufficiently  long  to  get  a clear  indication  of  how  this  would  work 
out,  it  was  felt  that  the  rent  scheme  as  such  would  not  in  itself  solve  the 

problem  and  that  some  other  means  must  be  devised  to  persuade  small  families  to 
move  from  larger  houses. 
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There  was  can  increase  in  the  number  of 
the  year  over  the  figure  for  1956* "but  this 
yearly  requirement . 


additional  houses  provided  during 
net  total  is  still  well  below  the 


Little  improvement  in  this  situation  can  be  anticipated  in  the  following 
year  since  not  only  is  Council  development  restricted  by  the  economical  situation 
but  also  building  by  private  enterprise. 

Whilst  no  large  scale  programme  of  slum  clearance  was  embarked  upon  during 
the  year  under  review  it  was  nevertheless  possible  to  keep  apace  with  the  work  as 
set  out  in  the  survey  of  1955* 

So  far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954  appears  to  have  achieved  little  in  the  way  of  repairs  to  older  properties. 

To  what  extent  the  corresponding  provisions  of  the  1957  Rent  Act  will  succeed, 
is  a matter  for  conjecture. 

The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  Improvement  Works  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949  UP  to  the  time  the  Council  decided  to  suspend  making  of  grants  for  a 
period  of  one  year,  in  view  of  the  general  economical  situation. 


Housing  Act,  1949  (improvement  Grant) 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  3ist.  December,  1957* 

(a)  Humber  of  Applications  received  •••  ...  21 

(b)  Humber  of  Applications  approved  by  Council.  ...  19 

(c)  Humber  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from  works  at  (b)  29 

(d)  Humber  of  Improved  dwellings  completed  ...  ...  63 

(e)  Humber  of  dwellings  whore  work  was  in  hand  hut  not  completed  19 

(f)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved  ...  ...  £7,761 


IHSPECTIOH  AHD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  majority  of  retailers  registered  with  the  Council  continue  to  distribute 
milk  as  received  by  them  in  sealed  bottles,  and  largely  as  a result,  little 
trouble  was  experienced  with  regard  to  complaints  of  unsatisfactory  supplies. 

Dairies 

Seventeen  distributors  and  one  dairy  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949* 


- 27  - 


The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations ? 1949* 


Dealers1  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


• • • 


• • • 


10 


Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers’  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 


• o • 


• • • 


• • • 


# • * 


7 

10 


Dealers’  Licence  for  Sterilized  Milk 


Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Sterilised  Milk 


• • 


• • • 


• • 


• •t 


... 


4 
6 

5 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 


There  were  74  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for  the 
manufacture, storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  eight 
over  the  previous  year. 

Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  or  iced  lolly  were  taken  during  the  summer 
months  with  the  following  results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  applicable  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

Manufactured  in  the  District  Manufactured  outside  the  District 

2 Provisional  Grade  III  6 Provisional  Grade  I 

As  anticipated  the  number  of  routine  samples  taken  has  been  nominal  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the  District  are  now  supplied 
by  the  larger  manufacturing  concerns. 

Meat  Inspection 

A tabular  statement  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  included  in  thlsTegcn 
on  the  qposite  page.  This  statement  gives  information  on  the  numbers  of  animals 
killed  and  inspected^  the  incidence  of  disease  from  (l)  Tuberculosis 
(2)  Cysticercosis  and  (3)  other  diseases^  together  with  the  quantities  of  meat 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

It  is  once  more  gratifying  to  record  that  in  spite  of  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  animals  killed  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a high  percentage  of 
inspection,  in  fact  on  cattle  and  pigs  where  the  greatest  incidence  of  disease 
occurs,  it  was  100$. 

It  is  only  reasonable,  however,  to  point  out  that  much  of  this  work  has  to  be 
carried  out  outside  normal  hours,  and  at  weekends  and  Bank  Holidays.  The  growth 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Number  killed  (if  known) 
oNumber  inspected 

diseases  except  Tuberculosis! 


and  Cysticerci 
I /Thole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
r organ  was  condemned 

'ercentage  of  the  number 
JLnspected  affected  with 
lisease  other  than  tubercuL 
tnd  cysticerci 

iberculosis  only 


Lole  carcases  condemned 

Jarcases  of  which  some  part  or 
>rgan  was  condemned 

ercentage  of  the  number 
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or  organ  was  condemned 


fby  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


j Cattle 

i 

i excl. 

Cows 

Calves  I 

i 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

1 

Pigs 

Horses 

Other 

animals 

i 

! 2,323 

i 

o 

OJ 

872 

A,  170 

8,674 

1 

177 

36 

I 

2,323 

240 

717  | 

3,969 

8,674 

162 

36 

1 

i 

t 

: 

: 

i 

> 

• 

j 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

j 

1 

j 

1 

i 

j 

i 

i 

I 

p 

I 

j 

4 

j 

I 

11  j 

i 

i 

2 j 

22 

- 

- 

486 

j 

i 

57  j 

I 

j 

9 1 

j 

38 

j 

j 

490 

24 

- 

J 

j 

j 21.01% 

i 

1 

j 

] 

] 

i 

25.42# 

j 

| 

2.79#  ' 

; 

I 

] 

1.01# 

1 

' 

5.91# 

: 

■ 

14.81# 

i 

! 

I 3 

: 

'"1 

1 

; 

1 

j 

1 

. 

6 

1 

140 

j 

i 

23 

■ 

310 

mmm 

| 6.11# 

| 

I 

j 

10.00# 

M 

3.64# 

I 48 

j 

! 

; 

1 

1 

; 

! 

"""" 

i 

1 

[ 

f 

| 

1 7 

j 7 

\ 

1 

; 

: 

i 

| 

| 

[ 

: 

f 

i 

, 

: 

! 

: 

’ 

j 

i 

! 

j 

| 

: 

- 

1 

i 

J 

mm 

1 

| 

i 

i 

( 

1 

| 

Total  quantities  of  Meat  condemned 


Beef 

Pork 

Veal 

Mutton 

Horseflesh 

Total 

15,455i  18s 

7,964  lbs 

583  lbs 

176  lbs 

398  lbs 

24,576i  lbs 

29 


over  the  last  year  or  two  has  been  such  that  any  further  increase  will 
inevitably  bring  about  staffing  problems. 

Apart  from  minor  works,  no  large  scale  improvements  to  slaughterhouses  were 
carried  out  during  the  year,  but  provisional  discussion  took  place  regarding  the 
enlargement  and  improvement  to  one  of  them.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  work 
will  be  carried  out  during  1958* 

23  slaughtermen  were  licenced  by  the  Council  for  the  year. 

All  condemned  food  continues  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  a manner  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  the  spread  of  infection  to  persons  or  animals. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Inspections  under  these  Regulations  continued  but  somewhat  slowly  during  the 
year.  This  is  inevitable  since  the  work  is  largely  of  an 1 educational f character  and 
takes  more  time. 

Generally  speaking,  the  conditions  prevailing  were  found  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory^  attention  to  small,  but  nevertheless  important,  details  being 
necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a few  instances  where  major 
reconstruction  will  be  necessary  before  the  premises  can  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  This  work  is  proceeding  slowly  but  satisfactorily,  and  already 
two  bakehouses  have  been  re-built  and  a third  wall  be  reconstructed  in  1958#  Fairly 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  shops  and  other 
similar  premises. 


As  is  inevitable  with  all  new  legislation,  difficulties  in  interpretation 
of  some  of  the  Regulations  are  being  experienced,  not  only  locally  but  nationally. 
These  can  only  be  resolved  by  Court  decisions  and  for  this  reason  alone, 
enforcement  action  in  difficult  cases  may  be  slow,  unless,  as  in  some  instances 
already  met  with,  the  work  is  carried  out  voluntarily  or  with  gentle  persuasion. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  seize  any  diseased  or  unsound  food  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  butcher's  meat  previously  detailed,  the  following  goods  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumpti on s- 

9 6 tins  of  Evaporated  or  other  tinned  milk  90  tins  of  Vegetables 

67  tins  of  Meat  36  lbs  of  Pork  Shoulder  Ham 

and  Jellied  Veal 

91  tins  of  Fruit  1 6 lbs  of  Corned  Beef 
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